
It's been 4 months since we moved to Yakutia. 

I (Tanya) am already accustomed here. Adaptation to the conditions and culture went well. 
I’m improving in understanding the language - It is good that I have a lot of practice hearing the 
language. People with Asian faces look familiar to me now. And when I see blonde Russians, I 
wonder, “what are they doing here?” Praise God we also have a good health and high spirits! 

    It was an unexpected joy for us that in May Genesis in the 
Yakut language was published (only Psalms from the Old 
Testament was available until this). Vova was at this 
presentation, which was held by the Russian Bible Society in 
Yakutsk, and received several copies, which he could then 
present and give in churches, and even in the villages where 
people are familiar with Christianity only through the 
media. 

    In the last letter we asked you to pray for cooperation 
with believers. And the Lord answered those prayers! In 
June guys from Europe and America came here as a team to 
practice what they have learned in the mission school 
(YWAM). Of the eight, no one spoke Russian, but they had a 
great desire to share God's love with people, preach the 
gospel, serve and glorify God. Vova and I were their 
organizers and translators. During two weeks with the team 
we have been in eight villages: visited schools and a teacher 
training college with the theme of healthy lifestyle, helped 
the victims after the flood, talked with the administration of 
two villages and the leaders of the youth in our area. 
Everywhere it was possible we were witnessing and gave 
Genesis to people in their native language. People were 

very open and wondered why foreigners would come so far, what their life at home is like and 
what they believe. This way God has given us new connections and opportunities for service. 
We have tried to demonstrate to the locals over these two weeks that Christians are normal 
people who give peace, kindness and love. 

During this time many people for the first time in their life heard the Gospel in their own 
language (as Vova translated from English into Yakut and back). At one meeting, when we 
talked about the importance of reading the Bible, local youth replied: "The Yakuts do not read 
the Bible because it says about God of the Russian people, and we believe in our gods." But at 
the end we gave them Genesis, and they began to read it with a genuine interest, wondering that 
it is written in their own language. It was evident that they genuinely appreciated these gifts. 
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Field Notes: 

 Houses in villages are located not 
exactly on the straight lines, but some-
how randomly. What is it - a sign of 

carelessness of locals? No, the houses 
are located like this, so that when the 

river floods it will not harm them. 
When the river overflowed, it was 
clearly evident that the houses stand at 

the high places. It happens that the 
area outside the house is filled with 

spring water, but the house is on a dry 
place. 

 The houses are built "on stilts " above 
the ground. Because if the ground 
under the house would heat up from 

the house warmth and the permafrost 
would thaw, the house will sink in the 

ground. 

 In the summer , when there is much 
dust (and the roads generally are not 

asphalted, but even if they are, there is 
lots of dust ), the basic rule for pedes-

trians: to know where the wind blows  
and walk along the side of the road, so  
as to not get covered with a cloud of 

dust from passing cars . 

 Of the 6 salads on summer celebration 

table, 4 of them can be with meat (not 
a sausage). People really like meat! 

 Water in the houses is not running, but 

imported. So it is necessary to save it. 
But it turns out for me that after a 

hearty meal for 6-8 people dishes can 
be perfectly washed in 4 liters of wa-
ter. 

 Family is very important to the Ya-
kuts. If you are not married by the age 

of 25 and don’t have children, people 
think you're wasting your life. 

 Relatives and friends often come to 

visit without an invitation and warn-
ing. Also they may remain for several 

days or months.  

The book of Genesis in the Yakut language 

With YWAM team, 

the mayor and leaders of youth in one village 



This summer Vova has been analyzing the New Testament to assess as a native speaker how much it is understandable. 
And also to determine whether corrections of the translation is needed to make it acceptable by all denominations of the republic 
and easier for readers to understand. 

As you know, here in June people are celebrating local New Year - Yhyah. We went to the celebration in one of the nearby 
villages. For me (Tanya) it was interesting to see so many people in national costumes, hear the national songs, playing the 
khomus and watch national sports competitions between locals. There were about 250 people, and about each one of five was 
our relative! Now guess who won first place in the competition? That's right, a relative—mom’s elder brother! 

Having lived in the village, and been in the capital, after prayers, we decided to look for a house in the village, because here 
we can find more close communications with the native speakers. But most private homes have no running water and amenities. 
Finding a house for rent is very difficult. So we are helping to build a small house on the place where the parents’ house was 
burned down last year. After a month of work it is almost completed. We hope that before the September frosts we will start to 
live in it as a separate family, while parents live in the house of our missionary friends who are not able yet to return here to 
serve because of the difficulty in obtaining a visa. It is through their family Vova and his mother came to faith.  

By the way, we met with them in July at a conference in Krasnoyarsk, where we became stronger spiritually and 
emotionally in fellowship with the missionaries of our partner organization which also operates in Siberia. During this trip to the 
"big land" we met so many people who became an inspiration for us from God! He lights the people, and they light others. We 
want to encourage you to listen to God and your heart, and be willing to serve the people! 

Just recently, in the last days of 
school holidays, the Russian-Korean 
church team from Sakhalin visited us. 
These guys led the Bible camp for the 
children of age 7-15 years old in our 
village church. Three days of fun 
games and spiritual discoveries was 
attended by about 40 children from 
the nearest villages. Many of them 
understood very little Russian, in 
which the whole program was 
conducted. But Vova and a few other 
people spoke with the children in 
Yakut. At the end of the camp one girl 
from Sakhalin, which was eager to 
talk with the children more and 
deeper, shared with regret:     
"Because of the language barrier I was 
not able to fully communicate with 
the children and did not quite 
understand them." 

Be with us in prayer for: 

 There is almost no youth and children in the local church. Pray that the hearts of children and youth, who were in the Bible 
camp, would be open to God, and that one day they would join the church. 

 Successful completion of the construction of the house. Wisdom in all matters. As you know, the winter here is very cold and 
there is permafrost underground, so we need special materials and special solutions for many things. 

 On August 16 Vova started to study the course "Scripture Engagement Strategy and Methods." This online course is held by 
Wycliffe’s Institute in US. We hope that the implementation of all tasks in English will not prevent Vova from the benefits 
and experience of joy in this study (it’s really difficult for him) and as a result, he will have a better understanding of how to 
serve his people the best way. 

 Vova needs to travel a lot, gathering information about churches in the Republic of Yakutia 
and their needs.  

 Second cousin of Vova - Sasha. He recently returned from the army, young and strong man. 
But after a couple of weeks he injured his neck. And now for the second month he is 
immobilized. His parents, Ivan and Aina, believed in God not so long ago, but have seen His 
miracles of healing in their lives. They continue to hope that God can heal their son. 

 In November we await the birth of our first child. We ask God for health, strength and 
wisdom for this new phase of our lives. 

 

With love and prayers,  

Vova and Tanya Burnashev  
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